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John Tyler's advertisement from Indian Fields, Charles City 
county, for the sale of 500 acres near the mouth of Queen's Creek 
and 536 acres in James City county within 5 miles of the city. 
JSTov. 33. 

Died, Prank Eppes, Esq.; Lt.-Col. of the First Eegiment. 
Dec. 37. 

Died, Mr. Patrick Coutts,^ of Eichmond, merchant. Dec. 37. 



JOUENAL OF COL. JAMES GOEDOF, OF LANCASTEE 
COUFTY, VA. 

James Gordon came to Virginia with his brother John in 1738 from 
Newry, County Down, Ireland. They located in Lancaster county, and 
became wealthy and influential merchants. They were Presbyterians, 
and did much to build up a strong Presbyterian sentiment in the North- 
ern Neck. The two brothers have been represented in Virginia by many 
men of talent down to the present day. Col. James Gordon, the elder 
of the two, had the habit of keeping a journal, in which he made daily 
entries in a brief manner of his domestic concerns, his mercantile aSairs, 
his farming operations, and events of interest in the neighborhood, etc. 
This journal Mr. Poote published in part. He married twice: (1) 
Millicent, daughter of Col. Edwin Conway, of Lancaster county; (2) 
Mary, youngest daughter of Col. Nathaniel Harrison, of Surry, and 
his wife, Mary Gary. By the second marriage Colonel Gordon had a 
daughter, Mary, born July 17, 1752, who married Eev. James Waddell, 
D. D., the blind preacher, immortalized by William Wirt in the Spy. 
Colonel Gordon died January 2, 1768, aged fifty-four years. In his 
obituary, as published in the Virginia Gazette, it is stated that "the 
rare assemblage of fine qualities possessed by him made a very discerning 
traveller a few years ago remark that he had not met with any one 
in the several provinces he had passed through possessing so many real 
excellencies." 

1758. 

December 31 : The agreeable news of Capt. 's safe arrival 

in Whitehaven. 

Dec. 33 : Capt. Benson here. Maj. Campbell went off before 
breakfast. Blows very hard. 

^Mr. Patrick Coutts was a rich Scotchman, who lived at Eichmond 
and owned a ferry. A story illustrative of his independent character 
is preserved. He was a great friend of William Byrd, of Westover, 
some twenty miles further down. Both fell sick about the same time. 
Finding that he could not live long, William Byrd sent a courier post- 
haste to Coutts to tell him to wait for Mm. Coutts, who was also dying, 
had strength enough to say, "Tell William Byrd that when Patrick 
Coutts makes up his mind to die, he waits for no mon." 
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Dec. 33 : My brother went over the ferry. It blowed so hard 
he left his boat at Capt. Conett's. 

Dec. 36: Ko company here but . My wife went to 

Williamsburg Ch. 

Dec. 37 : Eained all day. ISTo company but Mrs. Conway. 

Dee. 38: Most all the neighbors dined here. Mrs. Conway 
went home after dinner. 

Dee. 39 : Eode out after breakfast to the landing. 

Dec. 30 : Col. Tayloe came here last night from Mr. Church- 
ill's. Little news. 

Dee. 31 : Miss Flood and ITancy went to church. Family are 
pretty well. 

1759. 

January 1: Dr. Robertson and his young wife came here, ac- 
cording to the Dr.'s custom. Very agreeable company and good 
dinner. Our boat went for Mrs. Wormley, Miss Flood went in 
our chair to Mr. Currie's. Dr. Robertson went to Mr. Charles 
Carter's. Mr. Dale Carter and Mr. Payne here. John Mitchell 
and his wife came at night in the rain. Several of the neighbors 
came in the evening. 

Jan. 6: I went with Capt.- Fouchee to Thomas Carter's to 
agree about his son's board. Eained all day. 

Jan. 7: Capt. F. and his wife went home; they were very 
much pleased with their treatment here. 

Jan. 8: Went with Mr. Crisewell to North Coast; called at 
Court House, upper store and mill. At Court, Mr. Leland and 
Minis behaved like blackguards in respect to Mr. Crisewell, who 
went to get scholars, and engaged several, though the Parsons 
did all they could against him, which seemed to make the people 
more fond of sending their children. I think such ministers 
should be stripped of their gowns. 

Jan. 9 : Col. Selden after breakfast ; then went to Col. Con- 
way's, where Mr. Crisewell Joined us, and was very agreeably 
entertained. This gentleman has now fully dropped opposing 
the meeting house, which is mostly occasioned by a letter he 
lately received from Mr. Ben Waller, who advises that the Dis- 
senters have power to build a house and enjoy their religion by 
act of Toleration. Complains very much of The Church of 
England for petitioning the King about a law that was lately 
passed in this Colony, that set their salaries at 16/8 per cwt. 
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which they call the two penny act^ and which is likely to make 
great noise in this Country. 

Jan. 10 : Capt. Andrew Green, of the Gallia, from Whitehaven, 
arrived at Urbana last night, and this day came here with let- 
ters for me, and a cargo of goods for Mr. Beale at Back Creek, 
but I thought it best for the Capt. to carry them up the river, 
as I could not get a vessel to carry them round. Sent for 
Eobert Chin, but could not agree with him for his vessel. Mr. 
Crisewell intends setting up school to-morrow. 

Jan. 11 : Mr. C. began keeping school at Bell's house — 5 
scholars. Col. & Mrs. Selden dined here — ^very fine day. 

Jan. 12 : Went to the C. House store to see Thomas Brent & to 
Col. Selden's to see the stampt linen. Mr. Chichester came 
home with me. 

14 : Barbee, Dick Spann and Bridger came from White Chapel 
Church, & Mr. Tapscott. 

15 : Tobacco is got to 30-1 p ct. It seems it will run very high 
this year. I'm at a loss what to think of it. 

16 : Began to plant the Peach orchard. Warm, open weather. 
Sent Molly and her maid Judith to school to Mr. Criswell. 

18: Barbee went up to the store with the books. Planting 
peach trees on the Point. 

19 : Went to Court with Mr. Crisewell. My brother and Mr. 
Moulson and Robt. Kemp came to court — came home with us 
& Capt. Robt. Henning & his wife. 

20: Went to Court to-day with the above, expecting my 
brother's suit with Bell would be tried, but no business done. 

21 : Very cold weather, & a large company — Col. Tayloe, Eobt. 
Armistead, Mrs. Wormley & Billy, Saml. Hening. 

32 : Went to & bought about 70 gals, rum, got 

fine oysters there. 

25: Walked down with Cous. Sam. Hening to the landing 
where Gibson went oil. The snow is very deep. 
28 : The snow is so deep e'd not go to Church. 
29: Set the negroes to get firewood at Carter's. 
February 2 : Went down on board Capt. Jones's schooner, and 
bought 15 gals, rum, at 6 / — the greatest price I ever gave. 

February 3. Went to the C. H. Store & examined about the 
that died there suddenly on Wedy. night. 
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Feb. 6. Went with my wife to the C. H. Store. Met several 
of my customers there. Dined at Mrs. Conway's. 

I'eb. 7. Barbee and Dicky Spann not yet returned from Mid- 
dlesex Ct. which I'm not well pleased about. 

Feb. 11. Went with my wife to Church. 

13. Went on board the New England — man & bought some 
pots, axes and mackerel. 

13. Yesterday Mr. Armistead & Mr Chichester came here. Mr. 
A. in custody at the suit of Pridham, his overseer. I became 
bound for the payment of the money, so that he was discharged 
& went on his journey up the river. Tobo. rises fast — 40/ the 
lowest now, but I think it can't stand at that price. 

15. Last night a coal of fire rolled on the dining-room floor 
& burned a great hole in the plank. God's goodness great to us, 
whose mercy endureth forever. 

Feb. 18. Nancy went to Wmg. Church & dined at Col. Con- 
way's. 

20. Went to see the timbers carted in for the house — found my 
wife sick when I returned. 

21. My wife very sick all day, so that I c'd not go from home. 

22. My wife much recovered. Drew the seine & got 125 fine 
rocks and some shads. 

23. Mr. Hodge went with Eobt. Hening to spin. Capt. 
Thomas here — bought four barrels of sugar of him. 

25. Mr. Hodge and Capt. Payne went to White Chapel Ch. — 
Jamey rode Turk there and home. 

26. Went to Col. Conway's with Mr. Currie ; the difference be- 
tween Mr. C. and myself settled. Dined there. 

27. Went with my wife to the school. My wife treated the 
scholars to pancakes and syder, it being Shrove Tuesday, & pre- 
vailed on Mr. Criswell to give them play. 

March 2. Went up to the C. H. Store to see Barbee who was 
taken very unwell at Mr. Tapscott's. He was blooded & is much 
better. Went to Col. Conway's and stayed most all day. 

3. At home. Finished planting peach trees. 

7. Dined at Col. Conway's. Very agreeable. 

9. Col. Selden, Mr. Chichester & Mr. Armistead came just at 
night. 

10. The above company stayed till after dinner. Played ball. 
Very agreea;ble weather. 
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11. My wife went to Wmsb'g Church — dined at Col. Conway's. 

13. Mrs. Hening is now very weak. We did not expect she w'd 
live till this morning. Sent for Judith Wady to stay with her. 
I'm very uneasy that Eobt. Hening went from home. 

15. Cous. Hening departed this troublesome life about eleven 
o'clock to-day. As Eobt' H. is absent, sent immediately to 
Capt. Spence, her brother, that he may direct where to inter her. 

16. Dr. Mood came here at night. Kec'd Capt. Spence's an- 
swer that he could not come to see his sister buried. 

17. Cous. Hening was interred in our lot. 

20. Went to the meeting House ; as I went got a fall from my 
horse, but was not hurt. 

21. Sowing oats in the young Peach orchard. Went to Col. 
Selden's where I had the pleasure of meeting dear Mr. Davies. 
He came home with me, with Col. Thornton,. Col. Selden, Mr. 
Shackelford &c. Last night Barbee lost his pocket-book with 
about 10 lbs. paper money & about 1000 in trans, notes. 

23. Went to meeting where Mr. Davies gave us an excellent 
sermon & where we met Capt. Morris, Craighead, Degraftingread 
&c. They all came here in the eve'g, likewise Mr. Tod, Mr. 
Blackwell, Col. Tayloe, Mr. Boyd, &c. A full house ! 

Saturday 24. Went with the above to meeting. Mr. Tod 
preached to a large company. 

Sunday, 25. A comfortable day to me. The Lord's Supper 
was administered. 44 communicants besides the Hanover gen- 
tlemen, about 8 or 900 people present. Mr. and Mrs. Flood here 
to-night & last night. Barbee's book was found by Aaron. 

26. Mr. Davies preached in Northd. & Mr. Tod at our meeting 
House. We had a fine sermon. 

29. Blowed & rained very much — a very high tide. 

30. Sent to mill for meal to make brandy, according to Mr. 
Crisewell's directions. 

April 1. Went with my wife & all my children but Betty, to 
Christ Ch. 

2. Went to Mr. Chas. Carter's with my wife & Col. Tayloe, 
where we met Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Jones, Miss Molly Elliott, & 
when at dinner Mrs. Thornton came. 

3. Mr. Carter set off for Wmsburg & we came home after 
breakfast — had Betty with us. 

7. Eobt. Hening began to still whisky which I believe will 
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answer very well, as liquor is so very dear & Mr. Criswell seems 
very capable in directing. 

9. Went to ISTorth. Court. Tobo. at 40/ & rising, though few 
buyers. Came home as far as Col. Selden's in his chair ; met my 
wife just as we got there, coming from Mr. Thos. Chin's. Got 
both well home at night. Gave Mr. Minzie Mr. Davies's letter — 
seemed to give him much uneasiness & I'm convinced he will not 
enter into a dispute with Mr. Davies if he can avoid it. 

15. My wife & Nancy went to Church. Nancy went from 
church to Mr. Chas. Carter's. 

16. Went on board Wm. Vinar's schooner that had Col. 
Churchill's beer on board — got 2 hhds ale & 1 strong beer. Went 

in her with Mr. Crisewell & Robt. Hening under sail to 

from there took our boat & went aboard Capt. Thompson's 
scow that lay in Carter's Creek, where we were kindly enter- 
tained; had like to have got very wet before we got on board. 
After the rain was over went to Crab Point & then home. Had 
a very hard pull before we got home. Very cold. 

17. At home — not very well after yesterday's voyage. 

23. My wife, Jamey, Molly & Betty went over to Col. Church- 
ill's, & I went on board the Johnston, Capt. Ganrith, where I 
met a large Company. Then I went over to Urbana, dined with 
my brother, who was setting off to Wmsburg. There I came on 
board again & got well on shore & home at night. 

24. At home — fine weather — and getting the chair & horses in 
order to carry my wife to York. 

25. Sent the chair & horses over the river with Aaron. Peo- 
ple planting potatoes. 

26. Eobt. Hening came home & brought a letter from Mr. 
Minzie to Mr. Davies, which in my opinion is very foolish. 

May 3. Capt. Thompson, who is consigned to Mr. Hunter, is 

gone to Norfolk to load lumber, rather than give 30/ 

for Tobo. 

4. Sent the boat early for my wife, who got home with the 
children & 'Silla Churchill about 12 o'clock. 

7. Set off at 7 o'clock. Called at Dr. Flood's about 10 & to 
court about 4. Many people at court. Dined at court, & got to 
Dr. Flood's in good time in company with Mr. Blackwell. 

8. Stayed at the Doctor's till after breakfast, then came with 
Mr. Blackwell to our forest store. 
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9. Sent Barbee to Mr. Chas. Carter's for the money he owed 
me — returned & brought Thomas's bill for £100. 

10. Barbee went to Urbana & got the above Bill changed with 
Mr. Frazier at 35 p. e. so that I hope we can pay people at court. 

13. My wife went to Church with Silla Churchill & Nancy — 
came home to dinner. 

14. Went to Northd. Court. Tobacco seems still to fall — 
none sold. 

16. Capt. Jackson & his two daughters were to see us. 

17. Teby dangerously ill — sent for Dr. Eobertson. 

18. After dinner went to the C. House. The Court sat but a 
short time. The Ministerial Play was read in the ordinary by 
Mr. Parker, who received it from Mr. Pinckard, who said he 
found it in the Court yard. Morris & Leland at the head of the 
mobi Pretty fellows to be teachers of the people. 

19. Teby died — ^her disorder very violent from the beginning. 

22. Went to the C. H. Store. Customers dealing very fast. 
Then went to Col. Conway's & dined ; late before I got home. 

23. Went to Col. Conway's about Bowman's afEairs — ^had some 
sharp words with him. I find his friendship to me is much 
lessened. 

26. People busy getting hills ready for Tobacco. 

28. Barbee taken with the measles. 

29. My brother came at night with Dicky Spann. 

30. Capt. Payne, Mr. Hodge & Dr. Eobertson here. All 
went away after dinner. 

31. My wife went with me to the C. H. Store to see Barbee, 
who is very ill with the measles — then to Col. Conway's where 
we dined. 

June 1. This morning a ship went up that I take to be a 
Scotch ship. 

3. Silla Churchill & Nancy to White Chapel Church & Mr. 
Criswell & Mr. Chichester came home with them. 

4. I'm now afraid that several Whitehaven ships are taken, or 
lost in coming in. 

June 5. Eobt. Hening began to still whisky. 

8. Mr. Chichester went with my wife & me to see Barbee, 
who has got cold, which occasions him to have high fever — ^tho' 
he is much better to-day. 

June 9th. This day my daughter Anne was married to Mr. 
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Eichd. Chichester about 11 o'clock forenoon; had a very agree- 
able company — viz. : Col. Conway, Mrs. C. & her children, Col. 
Tayloe, Dr. Eobertson & his wife, Mrs. Chin, Mr. Armistead, 
Mr. Dale Carter & his wife, Mrs. Doget & Sally, Bridger Haynie, 
Col. Selden, & Miss Betty Selden, Eichd. Spann, Eobt. Hening. 
We invited several others who did not come. The Parson, Mr. 
Currie, went off first. 

10. I went in our boat to Church with Col. Tayloe &c, my 
wife, Mr. Chichester & Nancy & the rest, in chairs. All came 
here to dinner except Col. Tayloe. 

11. Barbee Davis was taken very ill again last night. I went 
early up to the store to see him — found him better tho' I sent 
off for Dr. Mood. Grot Barbee down here. Dr. P. sent medi- 
cines & directions. We expect him in the morn'g. 

12. Dr. P. came about 9 o'clock & stayed all day. Poor little 
Betty very ill with the measles. Molly is likewise taken. This 
day ree'd letters & invoice of a large cargo of goods by the 
Nelson, Capt. Harrison, who arrived yesterday in the Potomac. 
I was much afraid these goods had miscarried. 

13. Sent off Eobt. Hening with letter up Potomac to get a 
vessel to bring round the goods. Now very hot — this being the 
first day I have thought hot this year., 

15. Went to our court — saw Mr. Leland, but had no words 
with him. I understand all the gentlemen of sense ridicule the 
farce. 

June 16. Nancy, Molly & Betty have the measles, & about ten 
of the negroes. 

17. Sunday. At home reading — which is much more in- 
structive than the sermons I hear at Church. 

18. Getting a tan vat made. 

31. Went to the election of vestrymen. Mr. Carter was the 
first returned. Col. Tayloe was sick, so that they left him out. 
This election will occasion great uneasiness among the people. 

22. Mr. Chichester set off to visit Mr. Davies in Hanover, 
before he leaves the colony. I wrote to him his going away 
gives us here & in Hanover the greatest uneasiness, but I trust 
God will direct us in the way to Heaven. 

33. Sent to Dr. Flood. Poor Molly's mouth is very ill; but 
Scipio returned with medicine for her. Near 30 of our people 
(negroes) down with the measles. I trust in Gk)d they may all 
do well. 
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34. Sunday. Mr. Crisewell read us a line sermon — had all the 
people in that we could. 

25. Got all our goods landed, paid the shipper and began to 
open them. Found them not well bought & great mistakes in 
them. 

29. Sent most of the goods up to the C. H. Store, about 1300 
pds worth. 

30. I have expected Mr. Martin all day. 

July 1. Went to the meeting house, but very doubtful of Mr. 
Martin's coming, but about 13 o'clock we had the pleasure of 
seeing him. He gave us two excellent sermons. 

3. Went to meeting — a large company. All seem much pleased 
with Mr. Martin. 

3. Went to meeting. Very near as many as yesterday. Mr. 
Martin lay here. 

4. Mr. Martin left us about 8 o'cl. — ^went to Urbana, where my 
brother provided him horses & a boy to go to York, where he 
is to meet Mr. Davies & family & accompany them to Philadel- 
phia. Mr. Martin seems to be a very able preacher & a pretty 
gentleman. 

5. Yesterday got our wheat reaped & in the house. Got most 
of our rye in to-day. 

6. A Brig went up this morning. All our family have had the 
measles now — about 30. I thank God they seem in a recovering 
way. 

8. Mr. Chichester & Nancy went to Wmsb. Church & intend to 
dine at Col. Conway's & to visit their other relations. 

9. Went to Forthd. Court. My wife, Molly & Betty & Silla 
Churchill went with me as far as Mrs. Conway's. The paper 
was read about Minzie & Leland publicly, which occasioned a 
large company some mirth. Minzie sat till it was read, & then 
went out much displeased. These ministers will repent their 
farce. 

10. Went to Col. Conway's & bought 3J gals, new brandy. 
Our new store looks very well. 

13. Mowing oats & laying by corn. We have a great custom 
now at the C. H. Store. 

14. Went with my wife to the C. H. Store. Drew the seine 
to-day & got some fine Eocks. 
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15. Silla C. & Molly went to Church. I read a sermon to the 
negroes. 

16. We heard yesterday that Capt. D. is lost. The convoy, 
with about half the ships, arrived the 5th inst. at James Eiver. 

17. Eeceived a letter from Col. Conway, & one to Nancy upon 
religion, but in my opinion very little to the purpose. Thos. 
Carter ree'd one which displeased him very much. Col. Conway 
seems so great a bigot that people who are religiously inclined 
despise his advice. 

18. Got most of our oats in. No news of the missing ships 
that sailed with the London fleet. 

19. Mr. Downman came here. He has got 15,700 Tobacco 
subscribed towards meeting House in Northd. 

21. Capt. Ganrith here — paid him off. Sent my brother Bills 
for 150 pds. to lay out at the sale in York. 

23. Flux at TJrbana & in Northd. The small pox in West- 
moreland. I hope our great God will preserve us amidst so 
many dangers! 

24. Drew off the hhd. of rum in bottles. We are preparing 
for making cider. Eec'd a long letter from Mr. Maine, mate 
of Capt. Young's ship, who appears to be a sincere christian. 

26. Eode out with Mr. Fisher to see my plantation. 

27. We have had a fine rain. What reason have we to be 
thankful to our Great God ! 

Aug. 9. Sent the waggon & cart with goods to the C. House 
store. Went up there in the chair, as it was so very hot. Two 
sea vessels went up yesterday. Mr. Chichester went to see Dr. 
Flood about his hip. 

10. Went to Col. Conway's in order to make friends with him 
about the letters he has lately rec'd from Thos. Carter, or in 
his name — which I performed, but with much difficulty. The 
old gentleman was in a great rage at first. Mr. Baker came 
to undertake Mr. Chichester's house, but did not agree. 

14. Very busy about our apples. They came on us very fast ! 
Mr. Chichester much disordered with his hip & a cold. Jamey 
very ill with the whoopingcough, & we are afraid of Molly & 
Betty getting it. 

15. At home. Made up Tobacco for Capt. Vinars. 

19. My wife & Nancy went to Wmg. Church. Mr. Orr came 
from Eastern Shore. 
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21. Went with Eobt. Hening & Mr. Fisher to Belfields & Crab 
Point — found things in pretty good order. 

32. Set off early for ISTothd. Called for Dicky Spann at the 
Court House Store — then went to Mr. Chichester's plantation — 
found affairs pretty well there; then to my own plantation 
near to his. 

23. Gave several books among the negroes. 

26. Sunday. At home with my wife & family, where I have 
much more comfort than going to Church to hear the ministers 
ridiculing the Dissenters. 

28. Writing to go by the Eichmond. My wife disordered with 
her gums. Mr. Chichester's hip not much better. 

30. Very busy with our cider & brandy. Sent my letters to 
the Eichmond. 

31. Harry Hinton got the letters on board the Eichmd, but 
was obliged to get a pilot-boat. 

Sept. 1. Dr. Eobertson here to see Mr. Chich:, who continues 
much disordered with the Sciatica. 

3. Apples now down. We expect to make 500 gals, cider, or 
thereabouts. 

5. Mr. Chichstr. very ill. My wife went to Bell's to get 
preacher. 

7. Dr. Eobertson came before breakfast, & Dr. Flood before 
dinner, to see Mr. C. Dr. E. bled him & at night gave him a 
purge. He rested pretty well till near day — ^then his pains 
returned. 

8. Drs. E & F. here all day. 

10. Writing letters for Wm. Vinars, but much stopped by Col. 
Tayloe, who came soon after breakfast — ^then Maj. Campbell 
and his wife & Mr. Copeland & his son. Got my letters finished 
at night. 

12. Dr. E. put a blister on Mr. C, who recovers very little. 

16. Capt. Eobertson from Whitehaven arrived. 

18. Took a purge in hopes it will carry of my ring worms, 
which torment me so much. 

19. Last night Mr. C. lay down on the bed, the first time for 
three weeks. My wife & Eobt. Hening went to Mrs. Miller's 
about butter. 

20. Fine weather. Went in the afternoon & drew the seine. 
Had very agreeable diversion & got great plenty of fine fish. Got 
our new wheels from Urbana. 
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21. Went with my wife & family to meeting, where we had an 
excellent sermon by the Eev. Mr. Todd. Mr. Henry is not 
come over the Bay, which is not disagreeable to me, as he is not 
qualified in the Colony. Sent the boat for my sister to Col. 
Churchill's. 

33. The comfortable sacrament of the Lord's Supper was this 
day administered by Mr. Todd — 53 communicants — none from 
Hanover. Eeligion seems to increase among us, for wh. we have 
great reason to adore the great God. A very large company 
came here with us, Mr. Todd, &c. 

24. Went to meeting to-day, where we all parted with Mr. 
Todd. Our negroes have attended sermons these four days. 

36. Went with my wife in the eve'g. to draw the seine. Got 
about sixty fine green fish & a few other sorts. 

37. Capt. Armistead and Col. Selden dined here. 

38. Sent in the morning to have the seine drawn — ^they made 
several hauls & got good fish, viz: three drums, one of them 
large, — trouts, green fish, &c. Nancy yesterday went to see Mrs. 
Eobertson, & about half an hour after she left her, she departed 
this life. 

October 3. Went to the C. H. Store with my wife. Posted 
my pocket book. Got off cloths for Jamey & myself. 

3. Eained all day. Threshing out rye. A blister was put to 
Mr. C's. hip, where the pain mostly lay. Eeading & writing all 
day, as we are confined to the house. 

4. Eec'd a letter from Mr. Jos. Taylor of Whitehaven, giving 
me an account of my dear mother & sisters at Newry. 

5. Went with my wife to see Dr. Eobertson & his poor children. 

6. Sent the deed for the meeting house land in Northd. Went 
with my wife to see the seine drawn; we dined very agreeably 
on a point, on fish & oysters; late before we got home. 

7. Went with my wife to White Chapel Church, where we heard 
Mr. Currie — a very indifferent discourse — ^nothing scarce but 
external modes; much against Presbyterians — so that I was 
much disappointed, for it was misspending the Lord's Day. How 
I lament the want of a good minister for our own church, that 
we may all see the things that belong to our peace, before it be 
too late ! 

9. Writing to Messrs. Hartley & Sons. A large schooner went 
past today, with two top sails. 
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October 10. Poor little Betty very ill with whoopingeougli & 
fever & ague. Mr. Chichester recovers very slow. 

11. Went to the general muster. 

13. My dear little Betty very ill, & several of our family 
are now sick. The great God who made us must know what is 
best for us, Therefore we sh'd endeavor to submit to His will 
in all things. 

16. Mr. Henton here all night. We c'd not agree for another 
year about his son Harry, who is to go away tomorrow. 

17. Went to Col. Conway's to make peace with him & Mr. 
Criswell, &c., which I got at last effected after long debates. 

18. Dr. Eobertson went over with me to old Mr. Carter's to 
enquire about Mr. Chichester's affairs, & find by his brother's 
will he seems to have a right to the Bng. Estate. 

20. Went with my wife to Bell's, where I fell off my horse, 
but thanks be to God, was not much hurt. Jamey behind, but 
he did not fall. 

22. John Mitchell came to cut out the negroes' cloths. Col. 
Conway has begun again to write to Thos. Carter, which sur- 
prises us all, after his promises to have done with such writing. 

23. We hear that the 2nd Art. the King wd. not give his 

assent to. — & that Parson is dead. This I expect will 

make great uneasiness in this Colony. 

24. Barbee s-t off for Wmsburg & James Eiver. Abel went 
with him to carry some silk for Nancy. 

26. Mr. Chichester very unwell. 

28. Mr. Isaac Smith came here yesterday sick; gave him the 
Bark. Maj. Campbell called here this morning & brought the 
agreeable news of the surrender of Quebec & Montreal, but 
with the loss of our great & brave Gen. Wolff. The French are 
now pretty well humbled in America. 'What reason have we to 
praise the great & wonderful God, who has given us so many 
victories over our enemies. 

October 29. Went to our vestry. Spoke to Mr. Currie about 
the sermons he has preached lately; he endeavored to excuse 
himself, but could not do it in my opinion. 

30. Aaron began to make shoes for the people. 

31. Writing almost all day, letters to go by the "Welcome," 
Capt. Crossthwaite, who I daily expect here. 

November 1. Writing almost all day, letters to Bngld. 

2. Got most of our potatoes in the house. Killed two beeves 
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yesterday, & a hog today for forward bacon. News came to 
Barbee that his Father died last night. 

6. Went with my wife to C. H. Store, Bell's, &e. The flux 
is common about that Mr. Criswell don't keep school. 

7. Barbee not returned from Middlesex. The flux is very 
near us. May God preserve us from the disorder ! 

8. Barbee came home from his Father's funeral. 

Nov. 15. Mr. Chichester sent for Mr. Diggs, who came last 
night, to put a plaster to his foot, that, with another he expects 
will cure him. Bach plaster is to stay on 15 days. 

17. Gave Barbee orders about going to Col. Harrison. 

18. My wife, Nancy & Mr. Criswell went to White Chapel Ch. 
Nothing against the Dissenters. 

20. Frank Foushee came to let me know it did not suit to take 
the store on the terms his father & I agreed on. 

21. Went to Mrs. Boatman's to see the stack of hay Col. 
Selden agreed to let me have. 

23. Went to the C. H. Store, where I met Barbee. He c'd do 
nothing with Col. Harrison, which gives me great uneasiness; 
as I am afraid I shall be obliged to sue him. 

24. A large ship lay off here. 

25. Mr. Chichester got down stairs again today. 

28. Mr. Chichester rode out in the chair with my wife. Mrs. 
Watson came & pulled out one of Nancy's teeth. 

30. Thos. Carter here & several of the neighbors. 

Dec. 1. Went to the C. H. Store to see Barbee & Bridger — 
both unwell. Got all our corn in here — a very poor crop, but I 
hope a good crop of Tobacco. 

3. Mr. Criswell killed two fine ducks. 

6. This day Mr. Criswell broke up his school for Christmas. 

8. Mr. Kilpatrick & Mr. Hunt came — that much revives us. 
Mr. K. gave us a sermon at night. 

9. Went to the meeting — had a very good discourse. Mr. K. 
went with Col. Selden & Mr. Hunt came with us. 

10. Sent Dick off with the flat to Belfield's for Tobo. & Beef. 
Agreed with Kobt. Hening to live with us till he was better 
provided. 

11. All our company went away but Mr. Hunt. Our flat 
returned with 7 hhds. Tobo. & 2 beeves. Poor crop of corn — 
must buy more this year than ever I did. 
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18. Mr. Smith took a vomit. 

31. Snowed all day, which I hope will clear the air & carry 
oif disorders. 

22. Fiae snow on the ground. 

25. Some of our negroes got drunk, that has given me some 
uneasiness. 

31. Cousin Sam. Hening, Mr. Criswell, Mr. Chichester, my 
wife & Ifancy all dined at the mouth of Jonah's Cove on oysters. 

Very agreeably ended the old year, for which & all other mer- 
cies I adore & praise the Divine goodness, for He is good & His 
mercy endureth forever. 

Mr. Eichd. Span ("Dickey") was married yesterday to Miss 
Priscilla Churchill ("Silla"), daughter of Col. Churchill. The 
weather prevented the marriage on Saturday, as was intended. 

(Continued.) 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM SHERWOOD TO SIR JOSEPH 
WILLIAMSON.^ 

Colonial Papers, Vol. 36, No. 76. 

Lower Chip-okes on James River 
Virginia 17*" June 1671. 
Honn«: S': 

I can't looke upon my time for above three yeares past, 
or those dayes which I may enjoy but I must attribute it to yo"". 
worthy donaoon, which putts me uppon aeknowledgm* thereof, 
th' onely way I have to show my hearty thanks & make pte sattis- 
faccon for y*. great debt I owe, I must confess I can't without 
shame looke upon y*. f owle act, w"". was y*. cause of my being in 
this Country, yet I can without ostentacon say I have found good 
out of evill, for y*. Almighty hath not beene a barren wilderness 
to me. This oppertunity p''senting by Cap* : Culpepper a Gent of 
this Country emboldneth me to write y*. I may not be blackened 
with ungratitude but demonstrate my selfe by all oppertunityes 
& waies y*. may present to be 

Honn^tS--: 

Yo''. most humble Servant, 

W"". Sherwood. 

' For a sketch of William Sherwood see Quarterly X., p. 166. 



